BUL Qualification Process


Balancing Up Loads Qualification

ERCOT process for initial testing of Balancing Up Loads (BULs) in accordance with ERCOT Protocols and Operating Guides

Introduction
With the new market model in ERCOT, interruptible load is now a marketable product under the ERCOT Protocols.

Loads not able to participate as Load Acting as a Resource but can meet the requirements for Balancing Up Load (BUL), as defined herein, can now participate as part of a QSE’s portfolio providing Balancing Up Energy Service. A BUL is a portfolio of loads that have the ability to curtail their use of electrical usage upon instruction from ERCOT.  

Scope
This document defines ERCOT’s procedures for the initial qualification of a QSE’s BUL portfolio. Individual loads wanting to participate as part of a QSE’s BUL portfolio are to be qualified by the QSE responsible for the scheduling services of the load’s Retail Electric Provider (REP).  A QSE will be responsible for developing their own testing requirements and therefore those requirements are not within the scope of this document.  In the event a QSE’s BUL is disqualified by ERCOT for unsatisfactory performance, the BUL will be required to successfully complete a re-qualification test before it can resume providing Balancing Up Energy Service.  This document also includes the re-qualification process for a BUL.

Qualification Requirements

A QSE’s BUL portfolio is qualified to provide Balancing Up - Load Service once the following has been successfully completed.

· ESI-ID registration of BUL by the QSE is completed (complete Balancing Up Load ESI ID Registration form)

· Telemetered BUL response value is in place and tested between QSE and ERCOT

· For Dynamic Obligation Schedule BUL (DSBUL), telemetered dynamic obligation telemetry tested between QSE and ERCOT
When a OSE’s BUL portfolio satisfies the qualification requirements above, ERCOT will notify the QSE via e-mail, which will include an expected date in which the BUL can be scheduled. In most cases, this date should be within 15 business days after the date of the test.

Re-Qualification Requirements and Testing Procedure

A BUL will be disqualified if it fails to provide at least 90% of the expected total Load during the first hour of deployment for three Operating Days in a year.  If the BUL is disqualified the QSE will be required to re-qualify the BUL with ERCOT before it can resume providing Balancing Up Load Services. Once disqualified however there is a 90-day waiting period before the BUL can request a re-qualification test.  To re-qualify, the BUL will have to successfully perform an actual load reduction test under the control of ERCOT. 
Requirements prior to testing for Re-qualification of a BUL 

Prior to testing a BUL for re-qualification the QSE shall have completed each of the following:

· ESI-ID registration of BUL is updated (Re-submit an updated Balancing Up Load ESI ID Registration form)

· Telemetered BUL response value is in place and retested between QSE and ERCOT

· For Dynamic Obligation Schedule BUL (DSBUL), telemetered dynamic obligation telemetry retested between QSE and ERCOT

· Test date and deployment window is scheduled with ERCOT Demand Side Resource Coordinator. To schedule, complete the top portion of the Results of BUL Qualification testing form and submit to the ERCOT Demand Side Resource Coordinator by either e-mail (mpatterson@ercot.com) or fax (attn: Mark Patterson; fax # 512-248-6560).

Re-Qualification Testing Procedure for BUL

On the date of the test, the ERCOT Testing Operator shall call the QSE on a recorded phone line at a time left to ERCOT’s discretion but within the agreed upon test window and order the interruptible load to be used as Up Balancing Energy Service deployed (removed from service).  The instruction to deploy will include the interval (interval ending) for which the BUL will need to be deployed and for which it will also be evaluated for certification.

The QSE operator shall initiate the deployment (load reduction) and provide ERCOT with the appropriate signal representing the BUL response.

Upon completion of the deployment interval, plus 3 subsequent intervals, the ERCOT Testing Operator shall call the QSE and notify them that the test period is complete.  At this time the deployed loads may be restored to their normal state. 

After completion of the test, the ERCOT Testing Operator will request the BUL meter data verification report to be run on day 5 and day 10 following the test date.  Once the meter data is satisfactorily received (at least 90 % of ESI ID data is available in ERCOT’s system) ERCOT will proceed in comparing the average energy in the settlement interval as recorded on IDR meters to the expected deployment. An initial evaluation will occur using the data provided by the 5th day run data if the ESI ID data is available. If during this initial evaluation the actual load dropped by no less than 100% of the value indicated by the QSE’s response signal to ERCOT during the test, the BUL will be deemed qualified.  If the BUL does not meet this criteria during this first evaluation ERCOT will report back to the QSE the percent of ESI-ID meter data that was available as well as the results.

A second and final evaluation will occur using the BUL meter data verification report run on day 10 following the test date.  If the actual load is determined to have dropped to no less than 100 % of the value indicated by the QSE’s response signal to ERCOT during the test, the BUL will be deemed qualified and the QSE will be appropriately notified. If it does not meet these criteria the BUL will fail the re-qualification test.

Upon conclusion of each evaluation the ERCOT testing operator shall document the success or failure of the test and provide appropriate feedback via e-mail to the QSE. If the re-qualification is successful this e-mail will include an expected date in which the BUL can be scheduled. In most cases, this date should be within 15 business days after the date of the test.

Sample script of the deployment instruction is as follows:

“This is __________at ERCOT, the ERCOT Testing Operator.  I will be conducting the re-qualification test for the ___________ [Entity] BUL.  If you do not have any questions we will begin. 

ERCOT is issuing a deployment instruction for the ___________ [Entity] BUL for ________MW at this time. This deployment is to be effective for interval

____________ (interval ending). I will contact you again at the completion of this test.”

RESULTS of BUL Re-QUALIFICATION TESTING

QSE__________________


Test Date: _____________    

8 hour testing window: (from: ______ to ______)

BUL Mw to qualify: _______________________

BUL Re-Qualification Test Results

(Top section to be completed prior to Test by QSE)


Date of Test: ______________________________

Time of Request from ERCOT: __________________

Pre-Test MW (ERCOT): _____________  (QSE): _____________

Intervals to be evaluated (interval ending): __________________

Maximum BUL response value telemetered to ERCOT: ________________

Limiting Factors if Any: ____________________________

ERCOT Testing Operator Ordering Load Shed:  ______________________






Signature: _____________________________

QSE Representative Initiating Load Shed: ___________________________






Signature: _____________________________

% of ESI-IDs available for 1st evaluation: ___________________________

Load Reduction in interval to be evaluated: __________________________

Re-Qualification successful (Yes/No): ________

% of ESI-IDs available for 2nd evaluation: __________________________

Load Reduction in interval to be evaluated: __________________________

Re-Qualification successful (Yes/No): ________

(Bottom section to be completed by ERCOT)
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